
COMPREHENSION
A. Answer the following questions:

Q1. What was the mothers golden rule ?
Ans. The mother’s golden rule was ‘the nicer the man seems to be the more suspicious you must become’.



Q2. What problem did the old man say he had run into?
Ans. The old man told that he needed a pound for his taxi fare because he was unable to walk back to his home as it was too far from there and his old legs were tired.

Q3. What was the old man offering the lady and the girl ,and what did he want in return?
Ans. The old man was offering an umbrella made of silk to them and in return he wanted a pound.

Q4. Why was the old man willing to give the umbrella at a lower price ?
Ans. The old man was willing to give the umbrella at a lower price as he had stolen it from a cafe.

Q5. What did the mother and daughter see inside	the café?
Ans. The mother and the daughter saw that the old man told the waiter to bring an expensive drink in a tumbler and they saw him drinking the expensive drink.

Q6. What did he do after leaving the cafe?
Ans. After leaving the café, the old man proceeded with no trouble at all and exchanged the new umbrella which he had stolen for another pound note.


Q7. What names did the mother call this old person?	What was the reason for it?
Ans. The mother called him as barefaced liar and a crook because he was shameless at
time of telling a lie and he was a dishonest person as well.





Q8. How does the story end?  Give your opinion.
Ans. After the drink, the old man went to the coat rack and grabbed another umbrella.
We see that the old man was a person who wished to get his his drink at the cost of others belongings.




E. Understanding based questions:

Q1. “ I felt quite embarrassed by my mother’s sharpness.”
a. Why was the narrator embarrassed ?
Ans. The narrator was embarrassed as her mother was speaking rudely to the old man who seemed a real gentleman

b. What made the writer believe that the old man was a gentleman?
Ans. She believed that the old man was a gentleman because he was particularly nice, polite, well spoken and well dressed. She knew that he was a gentleman because of his shoes as well which were beautiful and brown in colour.

c. Explain in your own words, what the narrator felt like telling her mother.
Ans. She felt like telling her mother that she should speak nicely as the old man was a gentleman.





Q2. “My mother was beginning to melt a bit, I could see that:”
a. Explain- My mother was beginning to melt a bit.’
Ans. Her mother had started getting soft towards the old man and had started believing him as well.


b. What was temping the mother, according to the narrator?
Ans. According to the narrator, the idea of getting an umbrella to shelter under, was tempting her mother.

c. What made her think about accepting the umbrella?
Ans. It was a beautiful umbrella made of silk and this made her think about accepting the umbrella.






Q3. “No, no, no! he cried . “Its out of the questions. I wouldn’t dream of it! Not in a million years!”

a. What does , ‘its out of the questions’, mean?
Ans. ‘Out of question’ means that it was impossible for him to accept money without
giving anything in return.


b. What couldn’t the person dream of even in a million years?
Ans. He could not dream of begging money from anyone.


c. What was the actual cost of the umbrella according to the old man?
Ans. According to the old man, the actual cost of the umbrella was over twenty pounds.



Q4. ‘The little man picked up the glass and put it to his lips. He tilted it gently then he tilted it higher	and	higher	and very soon the drink had disappeared down his throat in one long pour.’

a. What did the old man do after that?
Ans. The man slowly turned away from the counter made his way to where his hat and coat were hanging. He put on his hat and coat and in a cool and casual way stole another umbrella hanging there.

b. What was the old mans game?
Ans. The old man used to steal the umbrellas from different cafes and sold them to unknown people on the road.

c. What do you think about the man?
Ans. I think that the old man was a trickster, a liar and a crook who took
advantage of people’s kindness.
