		Chapter:11	THE TYGER
						By William Blake
COMPREHENSION:

Q1. What is meant by the expression ‘burning bright’?
Ans. The expression ‘burning bright’ means to be so ferocious, being so capable, so intelligent and having the power to do anything.

Q2. What image of God does Blake present in the poem? 
Ans. The speaker feels like the tiger is a sublime creation- he marvels at its beauty but at the same time fears its complexity and power. The poem seems to indicate that elements of God’s design for the world are simply beyond the limits of human understanding. 

Q3. In the first stanza, the speaker makes use of the modal ‘could’, while in the last stanza he uses ‘ dare’. What impact does this change have?
Ans. The use of the word ‘dare’ introduces a dimension of aspiration and willfulness into the sheer might of the creative act.

Q4. How did the heaven react when the tiger was created?
Ans. The stars ‘threw down their spears and watered the heaven with their tears’.

Q5. What impression is created by the words ‘hammer’ and ‘ anvil’?
Ans. The words ‘hammer’ and ‘anvil’ create an image of the God at work on creation in a smithy, crafting his world using blacksmith’s tools .

Q6.What is the tiger symbolic of?
Ans. The ‘ tyger’ symbolises  evil. It is the fierce force in the human soul. It also symbolises ‘experience’, the aspects of life that are predatory, powerful, accomplished and dangerous.

Q7. What is the theme of the poem?
Ans. ‘The Tyger’ is creation and origin. The speaker is in awe of the fearsome qualities and raw beauty of the tiger, and he rhetorically wonders whether the same creator could have also made ‘the lamb’.
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